The phases of the resumed offensive were: (1) the Battle of the Ruhr, from March to July 1943,
comprising 18,506 sorties and costing 872 aircraft shot down and 2,126 damaged, its most memorable
operation being that of the night of May 16-17, when the Mohne Dam in the Ruhr Basin and the Eder
Dam in the Weser Basin were breached, (2) the Battle of Hamburg, from July to November 1943,
comprising 17,021 sorties and costing 695 bombers lost and 1,123 damaged but, nevertheless, thanks in

part to the new Window antiradar and “H25" radar devices, achieving an unprecedented measure of

devastation, since four out of its 33 major actions, with a little help from minor attacks, killed about
40,000 people and drove nearly 1,000,000 from their homes, and (3) the Battle of Berlin, from
November 1943 to March 1944, comprising 20,224 sorties but costing 1,047 bombers lost and 1,682
returned damaged and achieving, on the whole, less devastation than the Battle of Hamburg.

The U.S. 8th Air Force, based in Great Britain, also took part in the strategic offensive against Germany
from January 1943. Its bombers, Flying Fortresses (B-17s) and Liberators (B-24s), attacked industrial
targets in daylight. They proved, however, to be very vulnerable to German fighter attack whenever
they went beyond the range of their own escort of fighters—that is to say, farther than the distance
from Norfolk to Aachen: the raid against the important ball-bearing factory at Schweinfurt, for instance,
on Oct. 14,1943, lost 60 out of the 291 bombers participating, and 138 of those that returned were
damaged. Not until December 1943 was the P-51B (Mustang |ll) brought into operation with the 8th Air
Force—a long-range fighter that portended a change in the balance of air power. The Germans,
meanwhile, continued to increase their production of aircraft and, in particular, of their highly

successful fighters.

German-occupied Europe

Hitler's racist ideology and his brutal conception of power politics caused him to pursue certain aims in
those European countries conquered by the Germans in the period 1939-42. Hitler intended that those
western and northern European areas in which civil administrations were installed—the Netherlands
and Norway—would at some later date become part of the German Reich, or nation. Those countries
left by Germany under military administration (which originally had been imposed everywhere), such
as France and Serbia, would eventually be included more loosely in a German-dominated European
bloc. Poland and the Soviet Union, on the other hand, were to be a colonial area for German settlement

and economic exploitation.

Without regard to these distinctions, the SS, the elite corps of the Nazi Party, possessed exceptional
powers throughout German-dominated Europe and in the course of time came to perform more and
more executive functions, even in those countries under military administration. Similarly, the powers
that Hitler gave to his chief labour commissioner, Fritz Sauckel, for the compulsory enrollment of
foreign workers into the German armaments industry were soon applied to the whole of German-
dominated Europe and ultimately turned 7,500,000 people into forced or slave labourers. Above all,

however, there was the Final Solution of the “Jewish question” as ordered by Hitler, which meant the



physical extermination of the Jewish people throughout Europe wherever German rule was in force or
where German influence was decisive.

The Final Solution—that is to say the step beyond half-measures such as the concentration of Poland's
Jews into overcrowded ghettoes—was introduced concurrently with Germany's preparations for the
military campaign against the Soviet Union, since Hitler believed that the annihilation of the
Communists entailed not only the extermination of the Soviet ruling class but also what he believed to
be its “biological basis"—the millions of Jews in western Russia and the Ukraine. Accordingly, with the
start of the invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941, special mobile killing squads began systematically
shooting the Jewish population on conquered Soviet territory in the rear of the advancing German
armies; in a few months, up to the end of 1941, they had killed about 1,400,000 people. Meanwhile, plans
were made in 1941 to similarly exterminate the Jews of central and western Europe. At the Wannsee
Conference of Nazi and SS chiefs in January 1942, it was agreed that those Jews would be deported and
sent to camps in eastern Poland where they would be killed en masse or made to work as slave
labourers until they perished. In the period from May 1942 to September 1944 more than 4,200,000
Jews were Killed in such death camps as Auschwitz (Oswiecim), Treblinka, Belzec, Chetmno, Majdanek,
and Sobibor. About 5,700,000 Jews died in the course of the Final Solution.

While Hitler destined the Jews in his empire to physical extermination, he regarded the Slavs,
principally the Poles and the Russians, as “subhumans” who were to be subjected to continual
decimation and used as a pool of cheap labour, that is to say, reduced to slavery. Poland became the
training ground for this purpose. Upon the German conquest of Poland in 1939, Hitler ordered the SS to
kill a large proportion of the Polish intelligentsia. A reign of terror against the nationalistic-minded
Polish ruling classes began, and by the war’s end a total of 3,000,000 Poles (in addition to 3,000,000
Polish Jews) had been Killed. Hitler further willed that the whole mass of Slavs and Balts in the
occupied portions of the Soviet Union should be indiscriminately subjected to German domination and
should be economically exploited without hindrance or compassion. In the event, the Ukraine was the
major area subject to economic exploitation and also became the main source of slave labour. When
the German armies first entered the Ukraine in July 1941, many Ukrainians had welcomed the Germans
as their liberators from Stalinist terror and collectivization. But this goodwill soon turned to resentment
as the Germans requisitioned large quantities of grain from the farms, forcibly deported several million
Ukrainians for work in Germany, and engaged in brutal reprisals against civilians for acts of resistance
or sabotage.
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behind fronts on which the German armies were still engaged in

battle with the Red Army. The Soviet Partisans, as they were called,



could thus covertly receive arms, equipment, and direction from the Soviet forces at the front itself.
Soviet Partisans, like the members of other nations’ Resistance movements, harassed and disrupted
German military and economic activities by blowing up ammunition dumps and commmunications and
transport facilities, sabotaging factories, ambushing small German units, and gathering military
intelligence for use by the Allied armies. By 1944 the Resistance organizations in the Soviet Union,
Poland, Yugoslavia, France, and Greece had grown quite large and were holding down many German
divisions that were badly needed at the battlefront. In eastern Europe and Yugoslavia, the Resistance
came to control large tracts of land in more inaccessible areas such as forests, mountain ranges, and
swamplands. Some Resistance organizations, such as the Partisans in Yugoslavia and the National
Liberation Movement in Greece, were Communist ones, while others, such as the Maquis in France and
the Home Army in Poland, comprised people of many different political persuasions, though they were

invariably anti-Fascists.

The German occupation authorities’ attempts to eradicate the Resistance in most cases merely fanned
the flames, due to the Germans' use of indiscriminate reprisals against civilians. It is generally agreed
that by 1944 the Germans had earned the overwhelming antipathy of most of the people in the
occupied nations of Europe. It should be noted, however, that the German occupation was in general
far harsher in eastern Europe and the Balkans than in western Europe. In the Soviet Union, Poland,
Yugoslavia, and Greece, a process of Resistance guerrilla warfare and Nazi reprisals began in 1941 and
rose to a crescendo in 1943-44 as the fury of Nazi racism resulted in a war of annihilation upon the
Slavic peoples.

Casablanca and Trident, January-May 1943

To decide what should be done after victory in North Africa, Roosevelt and Churchill, with their advisers,
met at Casablanca in mid-January 1943. After long argument, it was eventually agreed that Sicily
should be the next Axis area to be taken, in July. For the war against Japan, it was decided that two
offensive operations should be undertaken: MacArthur should move toward the Japanese base at
Rabaul, on the island of New Britain; and convergent movements on Burma should be made by the
British from the mainland of India and by the Americans from the sea. Politically, the Casablanca
Conference owes its importance to the fact that, at its end, Roosevelt publicly announced a demand for

the unconditional surrender of Germany, Italy, and Japan.
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